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IMPORTANT INFORMATION - RETURNING TO 
SCHOOL IN JANUARY 
 
Dear Mums and Dads, 
 
By now you will no doubt have seen the statements from 
the Welsh Government  and Caerphilly County Borough Council which outline the details for the 
reopening of schools in January. If you haven’t yet accessed these statements, they can be 
found on our Twitter feed and on See-Saw. These contain some important information and 
dates for families with children of school age.  
 
The Welsh Government statement outlines a plan which allows all schools to have some 
flexibility to respond to local circumstances when re-opening schools in January. A 
spokesperson from WGLA notes that ‘to help curb the rapid spread of the virus, we must all 
continue to do all we can to protect ourselves, each other and our communities’, whilst the 
Welsh Government spokesperson notes that ‘we all recognise that these are unprecedented 
times, and that we have to be agile in how we respond to the impact that the virus has on our 
communities’.  
 
All staff at Risca Primary School welcome the flexibility offered to schools under this proposal, 
and we are committed to working with our community to limit the spread of the virus whenever 
possible. We are also aware of the potential rise in transmission rates which may occur 
following the Christmas festivities, and the impact that that may have on safe staffing levels. 
 
At Risca Primary School, you will be aware that we have a Training Day scheduled for Monday 
4th January. This will go ahead as planned. This will be followed by two days (Tuesday 5th and 
Wednesday 6th January) of blended learning for all pupils, as recommended by the Welsh 
Government. These days will give us time to review our risk assessments and assess whether it 
is safe to open school for all pupils.  
 
Following the evaluation of the risk assessment a decision will be made as to what happens 
from Thursday 7th onwards. This will be one of the following: 
 

● School opens as normal for all pupils 
● School opens only for pupils where there is adequate staffing available, and eligible key 

worker childcare 



● School opens only for eligible key worker childcare 
 
Please be reassured that any pupils not onsite from Thursday 7th January will be able to 
continue their learning at home, as they will be able to access our blended learning provision. 
As usual we will  use Twitter and See-Saw to communicate start dates to you. We will also post 
our newsletters on our Website. 
 
Please also be reassured that school will open to groups of pupils when it is safe to do so. 
When evaluating safety we will consider staffing levels, and take into account any local 
considerations. We aim to work with our Local Authority and Health and Safety Officer, in order 
to make safe decisions for our children and community. 
 
On a practical note please can you note the following: 
 

● Pupils entitled to free school meals will continue to receive deliveries as usual 
 

● Any pupils attending school on the first week back will need to bring a packed lunch to 
school. 
 

● When considering childcare, priority will be given to those from frontline emergency 
services, social care and education staff, in the first instance. 

 
Caerphilly Borough Council is currently reviewing eligibility of previous childcare applications. 
Please contact the educationwelfare@caerphilly.gov.uk mailbox to apply, only if, 
 

● Your circumstances have changed since March 2020 e.g. school, occupation etc, or 
● It is a new application 

 
 

I realise that not having a firm date for a return to school for your child is challenging, and leads 
to uncertainties for you and your family. However, I am sure that you will understand that 
currently we are unable to predict the impact that Christmas or the virus will have on our 
community over the next few weeks, and therefore we are not in a position to be able to give 
you a firm date for your child’s return to school. Can I please thank you for your patience and 
support.  
 
Can I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. We look forward to seeing you all 
in January, many thanks, 
 
Mrs Arthur and Staff. 
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