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Dear Mums and Dads, 
 
Happy New Year.  
 
I sincerely hope that you had a good Christmas and that you were able to relax a little with your 
close family and enjoy some special moments at this time of year. I know that we are still in 
difficult times. Many of you may not have had the Christmas that you were expecting and I know 
that the new lockdown would have affected many of your plans for the holiday. Let’s hope that 
as the year progresses things get a little easier. I know that we are all hoping for a return to 
normal as soon as possible, and we are hoping that the good news about the latest vaccine will 
give us some hope when looking forward.  
 
However, with that in mind I know that many of you will have some questions about the return to 
school plans over the next few days. For those of you who have kept up to date with current 
affairs, you will be aware that there have been significant discussions in the news about the 
practicalities and safety implications for the opening schools over the next few weeks. This is in 
light of the new virus variant which is estimated to be up to 70% more transmissible than the 
previous version of the virus. 
 
I have just finished a virtual meeting with our Local Authority. As a result of the meeting a 
decision has been taken that all schools in Caerphilly will now provide blended learning for 
children at least until the end of this week. This will give all Schools and Local Authorities time to 
assess any new information which may have an impact on the ability of schools to open safely. 
 
Presently, I am unable to confirm arrangements for the following week and therefore presently 
we will be providing blended learning for all pupils until further notice. 
 
Please be reassured that provision for key worker children will continue, and we have now 
received our approved key worker list of children from the Local Authority. I will send more 
information on that later in the week. Our key worker provision will start on Thursday 7th 
January and will operate within usual school times. Please can you ensure that your children 
bring a packed lunch to school. Many thanks. 
 



In terms of blended learning, as usual should you have any difficulty accessing your child’s 
blended learning, please contact your child’s teacher via See-Saw. All teachers will be more 
than happy to support you and your child at this time. Should you need to contact school for any 
other issues, please contact us via e-mail until further notice. rispa@caerphilly.gov.uk  
 
Can I please thank you for your support and patience. I know that it is very difficult for families to 
plan ahead at this time, as the information that we are working with is changing very rapidly. 
Please be reassured that we will work very hard to ensure that you have the latest information 
from the Local Authority, from us and from the Welsh Government. 
 
Many thanks 
 
Mrs Arthur and Staff 
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