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IMPORTANT NEW INFORMATION FOR THE END OF TERM 

 

Dear Mums and Dads, 

 

As you know, we continue to work with Caerphilly County Borough Council, in the run up to 

Christmas in order to keep everyone safe and well. To enable this we are continuously in touch 

with Officers from the Council to ensure that we have the latest up to date information and data, 

upon which to make decisions. I know that you will be aware that information is now changing 

on a day to day basis the coronavirus case rates rise steeply.  No doubt you will have heard that 

following a meeting yesterday, and following an urgent recommendation from the Chief Medical 

Officer, the Welsh Government has decided to move all learning for Secondary School pupils on 

line, as of today. Secondary schools will therefore move to a blended learning provision as from 

Monday 14th December. 

 

We all know and understand that this decision has been made in the best  interests of public 

health. We also know that worryingly cases in our area are rising exponentially. This is very 

concerning, and managing schools is becoming increasingly challenging as cases for both staff 

and pupils continue to rise steeply.   

 

With that in mind, you will now be aware that the Local Authority has today, in the interests of 

public health, made the decision to move all Primary School learning online as from Tuesday 

15th of December. This will be in place of onsite learning.  All children will therefore receive 

blended home learning opportunities from Wednesday 16th December through to Friday 18th 

December. Furthermore, as a school we have made the decision to further support all efforts to 

reduce the transmission of the virus, by allocating Tuesday 15th December as an INSET day. 

 

Therefore the children’s last day in school will be Monday 14th December.This decision  

has been agreed in all Primary Schools within our cluster.  I know that this is a last minute 

decision, and please can I stress that this decision has not been made lightly. However, as a 

school, and as a cluster of Risca Schools, we are anxious to support the reduction in the 

transmission of the virus in any way we can, and therefore it seems sensible given the recent 

rise in cases to close for an INSET day on Tuesday. 

 

I sincerely hope that this will support our community’s health and allow you to plan for a safe 

Christmas. It is noted in the latest TAC Report (Technical Advisory Group Statement -Pre 



Christmas Period) that ‘the extended Christmas bubbles increases the risk of transmission 

within extended and intergenerational households this Christmas’. We hope that  

this decision will give families the opportunity to self-isolate for 10 days before Christmas should 

they need to.  

 

As a result of this change to the end of term, we have naturally had to make some changes to 

our timetabling for the last few days. Today the children have had the opportunity to go the 

Panto (online of course), and our younger children have visited Santa’ s grotto. Children will 

bring home their Christmas present from Santa today. 

 

On Monday we will have our Christmas Film morning and in the afternoon we will hold our 

Christmas Quiz. A big thank you to the canteen staff who have worked hard to allow us to move  

Christmas dinner to Monday. Of course, don’t forget that  children may wear their Christmas 

jumpers for the Christmas lunch day.  

 

Can I take this time to thank you for all of your support for this term? I know that everyone has 

been managing different challenges over this term and that it has not been easy. I know that for 

some of you an early closure next week may bring more challenges. Please can I assure you 

that as a school we are trying to do our best to support the health of our community. Due to the 

current crisis, we are having to make decisions almost on a day to day basis as we respond to 

the latest data and recommendations which come our way. No decision that we make is taken 

lightly.  

 

I sincerely hope that you have a safe and happy Christmas. We look forward to seeing you in 

January all safe and well. Don’t forget that January the 4th is a training day. We look forward to 

seeing you all on January 5th. 

 

 

Mrs Arthur and Staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


