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Dear Mums and Dads,

What a lovely start that we have had to the beginning of
term. All of the children have settled well, and have had a really good start to the new year. This
year we have lots of exciting topics planned, and we really are looking forward to the new and
exciting activities that we have planned for the children. This week all of the children are taking
part in our Citizenship Week.  We are focussing on keeping safe and  being kind. We are also
including our anti-bullying themes into this week’s activities.

As you will know we are currently working hard to adapt our school routines to meet the
requirements of the new Welsh Government Covid Guidance. We are currently liaising with staff
and the Local Authority and we plan to finalise our new routines by Monday 20th September.
For your information, the Welsh Government has stated that ‘contact groups/bubbles will not
play a role in schools from the start of the Autumn Term’, however, Headteachers are urged to
make local decisions on the organisation within their schools, based on the current rate of Covid
cases in school, balanced with the educational needs of children. This means that all schools
presently will be following a more nuanced approach to managing risk, and we will of course
work with our Local Authority to do our very best under these more flexible times. This may
mean that at times we operate a more flexible school organization, whilst being aware that
should we need to, we may need to revert to tighter restrictions should cases rise within school.
Please bear with us during this transitional period, whilst we do our best to both keep the
children safe and adjust our routines to the new requirement. Many thanks.

In the meantime, I hope that the following information is helpful to you, and will support you to
ease your child into school this term

Punctuality and Timekeeping

As you know the Welsh Government have directed schools to revert to standard start and finish
times at the beginning and end of the day. As a reminder:-

Our doors open at 8.40 am in the morning and close at 8.50: Teaching starts at 8.50 am. We
expect all children to be in school and at their desks prior to 8.50 am. As of Monday 13th
September, teachers will stay in their class, ready to receive the children. Should you need to
get a message to the teachers you may pass a message via the LSAs who will be on the door.



If you are late to school, please enter the school via the main door and sign your child in on the
I-pad. This allows us to ensure that our registers are always up to date and that we know exact
numbers of pupils in the building at any one time.

School finishes at 3.10 pm. As we are now back to our usual routines, please be aware that we
will not open our gates at the end of the day until 3.00 pm. This will ensure that we keep all
children safe and secure within our school grounds until the end of the day.

Can I thank your help and support to date. I know that the yard is now more crowded than ever,
and we are really grateful to see that parents are doing their best to socially distance wherever
possible. We also note that parents continue to wear masks. Many thanks for that, we are really
grateful that you continue to work with us to keep children safe, in what have become more
crowded conditions.

New Covid Regulations

You will by now know that pupils under the age of 18 no longer have to self isolate, when in
direct contact with a positive covid case, and therefore pupils are able to continue to attend
school if there is a positive case within their class.

As a school, we are now working with new T.T.P. regulations.  When responding to Covid cases,
school staff will now work with T.T.P. to identify any close contacts of the positive case. Please
be aware that currently we are not able to make decisions on which pupils are close contacts,
before seeking advice and clarification from T.T.P. Presently we are experiencing a delay in
T.T.P. response, and therefore it is not currently possible for us to get the names of close
contacts to you as swiftly as we would like. To ensure that we work with you to keep our
community as safe as possible, we will make every effort to notify you immediately should we
have a school positive case. This will allow you to be on ‘high alert’ if necessary, and take any
necessary precautions as a family.

As soon as we have been advised on close contacts by T.T.P. we will send all close contacts a
‘Warn and Inform Letter’ which will give you extra advice on keeping you, your family and
community safe. Many thanks.

Breakfast Club

We currently plan to start our Breakfast Club again on Monday 20th September. Could I please
ask that you only use Breakfast Club if absolutely necessary, as tracking close contacts from
Breakfast Club will be particularly challenging. If you wish for your child to attend Breakfast Club
and you have not completed an application form, please pop to the Office to pick one up. Mrs
Wlimore will pop the letters in the outside lobby so that you can pick one up without entering the
main building. Please note that our Breakfast Club is only available for children of statutory
school age and therefore children of Nursery age are currently unable to attend. Breakfast Club



starts at 8 am, and children may enter breakfast Club through the Year 3 door on Gwendoline
Road.  Many thanks.

Face Masks and Visitors to School

We would be grateful if you could continue to wear face masks when picking up and dropping
off your child. This will help us to keep staff and pupils as safe as possible. Also, presently we
will continue to restrict visitors into school. This is in line with our current risk assessment, and
designed to keep everyone safe. Should you need to speak to a teacher, please contact the
office and we will arrange for a member of staff to call you back.

Additionally, should you need to attend school in person, please wait in the outer lobby to speak
to a member of staff. Mrs Wilmore will attend to your needs and you can speak to her through
the round office window in the inner lobby. Many thanks.

Water on Desks

Don’t forget to send your child in with a filled water bottle every day. We are currently unable to
use our communal water fountain, however every class has a sink and access to drinking water.
As a reminder, in accordance with Welsh Government Policy we have a water on desks policy.
Please do not send your child in with squash or flavoured water, as this does not comply with
the Welsh Government Healthy Schools Agenda. Please keep an eye out for a Welsh
Government leaflet on healthy schools which will follow shortly. Many thanks.

P.E. Kit.

In the September 2021 Welsh Government Guidance changing rooms have been identified as
potential higher risk areas for the possible spread of Covid 19, and therefore we will continue to
ask pupils to come to school wearing their P.E. kits on their allocated P.E. days.

Can I say how pleased I am with the majority of pupils who have turned up for PE wearing their
very smart kit. As a reminder our kit is black legging/joggers and a white t-shirt. Of course
children are also encouraged to wear their house coloured t-shirts which may be purchased
from Darren Morgan’s uniform shop in Crosskeys. I would kindly ask that all children wear the
correct P.E. uniform at all times. This ensures that children are suitably dressed for school
throughout the day. Please do not send pupils in vest tops or crop tops, as these are not
suitable for day to day wear within school.

Setting for Maths

The one relaxation that we are making this year following the relaxation of the Covid 19 rules in
school, is that we plan this year to re-establish setting by ability for maths for year 4, 5 and 6
children. This will allow us to more easily meet the needs of all children and direct LSA support
to where it is most needed. Therefore, as of next week we will be putting our older children into



their maths sets, which means that for maths, they may be meeting a new teacher. We have set
in maths at Risca Primary School for many years, and this custom was interrupted by the
pandemic. We are pleased to be able to re-establish this practice and we are sure that the
pupils' progress will be accelerated as a result of this setting.

Important Dates

Week Beginning 18th October 2021 : Parents Evening

Week Beginning 25th October 2021 : Half Term

Friday 17th December : School closes for Christmas

Once again can I thank you for your patience and understanding and thank all of you who
continue to work with us to do the best for all of our children in these difficult times.  Many
thanks

Mrs Arthur and Staff


